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1K Books Before K
Officially, kids learn to read in kindergarten.
Unofficially, kids start learning how to be readers
during their first weeks and months of life. That's
why educators recommend parents read not just
to their preschoolers but to their toddlers and
babies. The movement for early literacy has a
campaign called "1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten."
A number with that many zeroes might sound
overwhelming, but the math is reasonable. If you
read one book each night, you'd hit 1,000 books in

just over three years. Reading three books each
night hits the goal in about one year.
Reading is an early indicator of academic success,
yet studies estimate that as many as one in five
children have difficulties in learning to read. Early
experiences and interactions are a key factor in a
child's brain development. If they grow up
enjoying stories, it's easier to get them to read
independently when they're older.
It doesn't matter if parents are re-reading books.
The act of reading — not the constant
introduction of new stories — is what's important.
Parents can sign up for "1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten" online or at the library. Keep track
of your reading and kids can earn stickers and
small prizes as incentives. For more information go
to www.hudsonpubliclibrary.org and click on the
button that says "Children."

Construction Club
At the Hudson Area Library, we know the only
thing kids like better than construction is
destruction. Now they can do both.
We're hosting a Construction Club for kids on the
third Thursday of every month. We give them a
variety of materials and challenge them to create.
We have Legos and K'nex, but we also use
everyday items.
Have you ever watched a kid unwrap an expensive
toy and then play with the box? Their imaginations
are fueled by ordinary objects. When we give kids
marshmallows and toothpicks, they find a way to
build a tower.
Kids' natural curiosity drives them to put things
together--and take them apart—to learn how
things work. Educators describe these skills as
inquiry-based learning and tactile perceptions.
Kids just call it tinkering.

In Construction Club, we let kids tinker. The
projects help them develop fine motor skills,
problem-solving abilities and creative minds. Kids
also learn how to collaborate when they work on
challenges together.
Earth Day At The Library
Earth Day is a global holiday with Wisconsin roots.
At the Hudson Area Library, we've planned
activities to commemorate the occasion.
Nearly 200 countries now celebrate Earth Day, but
the event was conceived locally by former
Wisconsin Governor and Senator Gaylord Nelson.
Nelson formed a bipartisan partnership to launch
the national "teach-in on the environment" we
now call Earth Day, held each year on April 22.
Families can join us Saturday, April 28 to plant a
flower at the library. We'll have a variety of flower
options, including seeds for families to take home.
Elementary students have a special project on

Saturday, April 14. Using natural materials, kids
can make Fairy House Dioramas here at the
library. They also can make one at home and bring
it to the library. We'll display all the entries, and
patrons can vote on their favorite .
For tweens and teens, we're going to have a craft
program on Saturday, April 21. We'll recycle CDs
and turn them into beautiful scratch art. There will
be a separate craft for younger kids who want to
participate.
There's no registration for any of the Earth Day
activities.
Hope you can join us!
New Fiction in April
The Fallen by David Baldacci
The 17th Suspect by James Patterson
After Anna by Lisa Scottoline
The Knowledge by Martha Grimes
Shattered Mirror by Iris Johansen

Twisted Prey by John Sandford
The Cutting Edge by Jeffery Deaver
A Nantucket Wedding by Nancy Thayer
All The Beautiful Lies by Peter Swanson
The Sixth Day by Catherine Coulter
I've Got My Eyes On You by Mary Higgins Clark
Varnia by Charles Frazier
Ace Of Shades by Amanda Foody
Sky In The Deep by Adrienne Young
Ash Princess by Laura Sebastian

